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employed as " reasons of State," with, scandal
to present and after ages. Yet we must be
on our guard, as De Quincey points out
when dealing with Cicero and his times*
against" that masquerade of misrepresentation
which invariably accompanied the political
eloquence of Rome.'* Calumny more
Atrocious than was practised by pamphleteers,
ambassadors, diarists, biographers, and literary
men at large, during the Humanist Era, it is
impossible to imagine. For a long while
it was taken as true, and especially since
religious opinions were affected by it. Now
we understand that no statement, even if it_
defames the Borgias, can be admitted without
scrutiny, or when wanting in confirmation.
Monstrous caricatures, designed for the ends
of faction, ought not to be looked upon as
faithful portraits,

Moreover, it should be remembered, to the
credit of Vatican diplomacy, that the Popes
aimed at Italian independence of the foreigner,
and that they were bound to make of the
Papal States a power which could maintain
itself erect between Naples and Milan on one
side, Florence and Venice on the other Their
policy changed with bewildering suddenness;
but its motive was generally apparent and,